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Project overview  

Kier are the principal contractor for the delivery of the new Innovation 
Centre at the University of Essex, Colchester. The overall campus is 
ecologically rich and deemed to be of national importance in respect to 
veteran trees and of significance for invertebrates and bats. As part of 
the development a number of measures are to be undertaken to 
mitigate against the potential impact of the development.  

What were the biodiversity conditions on site, prior to the 
enhancement? 

The biodiversity conditions onsite were relatively good with the site 
containing several veteran trees which have features which are 
beneficial to nesting birds / roosting bats and invertebrates. The overall 
conditions onsite included semi-improved grassland with areas of 
ruderal vegetation, and scattered trees.  
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What were the reasons behind this project ? 

The project is to be undertaken as mitigation for the development of 
the site and feeds into the overall biodiversity action plan for the 
university campus. The scheme has also been undertaken with the BIG 
Biodiversity Challenge in mind and Kiers continued commitment to 
incorporating biodiversity into its projects.  

 

BIG Biodiversity Project of the year: Small scale 



What were the biodiversity measures taken? 

As part of the mitigation strategy developed for the project 
the following measures are to be implemented to limit the 
potential adverse impacts of the project: 

• Species-rich grassland habitat creation on poor-quality 
grassland elsewhere within the campus, to maintain the 
area of habitat within the Local Wildlife Site, maintain 
habitat associated with veteran trees, and create 
replacement invertebrate habitat. 

• Protection of retained veteran and near-veteran trees 
from construction impacts during the development. 

• Management of younger trees elsewhere in the campus 
to provide the next cohort of trees with veteran 
characteristics to enhance the veteran tree resource – 
includes the pollarding and coppicing of trees to cause 
early veteranisation.  

• Clearance of woody vegetation outside the bird nesting 
season. 

• Maintaining the proposed Innovation Centre site in a 
condition suitable for a bat flyway, with brown roofs on 
the proposed buildings, and appropriate design of new 
external lighting. 

It is hoped that the above measures will ensure that net 
gain to the biodiversity richness of the campus is achieved. 



Further information 

Most of the mitigation strategies to be implemented will be carried out 
by specialist sub-contractors due to the technical knowledge and skills 
required to ensure they are implemented correctly. Where possible 
Kier will be involved in the small scale simple enhancements. 

The project is at the early stages of its implementation due to the fact 
that the scheduled programme of works is in its early phases. Most of 
the mitigation to be undertaken will be carried out towards the end of 
the project. The successful implementation of the scheme will be 
continually monitored as part of the planning conditions for the 
developments.  

The site team working on the projects are looking forward to seeing the 
enhancements develop and are hopeful of being able to observe the 
biodiversity of the campus blossom as a result. 

Project Team 

• University of Essex 

• Phil Cook / James Mann 

What was the motivation for carrying out the enhancement? 

Kier is committed to the University of Essex as its client to ensure it 
enhances the already ecologically rich campus during the development 
of the site. Kier will endeavour where possible to go above and beyond 
what is required as a basic planning condition to enhance areas further 
to benefit local wildlife. 


