
EARLS COURT, LONDON 

Project overview  

Lillie Square Phase involved the construction of 237 apartments across 4 blocks and 
provision of a fitness club and underground parking. The whole Lillie Square development 
is to occupy the former Earls Court Exhibition car park. The works began in the summer of 
2014 and were completed in November 2017.  

What were the biodiversity conditions on site, prior to the enhancement? 

Pre-development, the site was assessed by the project ecologist to have a low ecological 
value. The majority of the site consisted of hardstanding in the form of car parking, with 
several small buildings. There were small areas of amenity planting. 

What were the reasons behind this project? 

This project is the first phase of several in the Lillie Square development. The ambition of 
the project was to deliver garden living in central London. The project is the first phase 
which in part contains a garden walkway that aims to link West Brompton and Fulham 
Broadway tube stations to enrich the experience of those who travel between the two. 

This commitment was clear when the decision was made early to appoint award-winning 
Landscape Architects Andy Sturgeon to design the scheme for the project and shape the 
design beyond regulatory compliance and to achieve maximum long term benefit. 
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What were the biodiversity measures taken? 

The site covers 8,441m2 of land of which 340m2 previously consisted of introduced shrubs. 
Following the completion of the works, 2,507m2 of native planting had been installed.  

The installation was attended several times during construction by the ecologists to track the 
progress of installation and to ensure that the ambitions of the scheme were being delivered. 
The change in species densities were recorded as part of these visits and resulted in over a one 
hundred fold increase in ecological value according to the Building Research Establishment 
methodology. 

A further sign to demonstrate the effectiveness of the solutions implemented were evident 
when during a construction stage visit hedgehogs had already moved into the hedgehog 
homes which were installed as part of the landscaping.  

The species have been carefully selected so that not only are they aesthetically pleasing but 
they are also functional. Over time, the climbers against the railway will create a physical 
barrier from the railway – providing not only an acoustic dampener but also a visual break to 
the residents. 

The design goes far beyond the increase of 9 species per hectare required to achieve 
maximum ecology credits under the Code for Sustainable Homes scheme. The reason for this 
is rooted in the ambition to provide more enjoyable spaces. Due to the 138 different species 
that are present, the project achieved a score over three time more than this (29). Another 
key aim was the introduction of a wider range of wildlife to the area, this was achieved by 
including the following: 



Further information 

The aim of this was to ensure that – with the input of rainwater harvesting for 
irrigation – a balanced ecosystem could thrive following completion of the 
construction. With space being at a premium in central London it is rare that user 
experience led by rich and extensive ecology is given such prominence. 

The design for the landscaping was revisited several times to ensure that as the 
design of the development evolved, changes in location of various features were 
accounted for and that the synergies which were created as a result were not 
impacted. 

The project has been designed so that the style and planting can be replicated in 
future phases to give the whole area a similar feel and sense of continuity. The 
winding Lost River Park is situated between the development and the District Line 
which runs parallel with it. The path is aimed to link West Brompton and Fulham 
Broadway stations. This has been carefully considered to help provide connectivity 
between the two stations particularly on game days to alleviate the stress on the 
public transport system from the outfall from the neighbouring Chelsea football 
Stadium. 

Project Team 

• Client – Capital and Counties (Capco) 
• Main Contractor – Sir Robert McAlpine 
• Landscaping Contractor – Goddard 
• Designer – Andy Sturgeon 
• Ecologist – URS/AECOM 
What was the motivation for carrying out the enhancement? 

The project is an excellent example of how an engaged and forward thinking team 
can create a project where ecology is a valuable asset to its residents, the local 
community and native wildlife. The client team understand the added value from 
green spaces especially in dense urban environments such as central London and this 
is part of the reason why the scheme developed into such a biodiverse asset. 


