
(Marlholm Road Bank, Castor, Peterborough, PE6 7AG, UK)

Project overview  

Volunteers worked to remove encroaching scrub and trees from within herb-rich grassland 
located on Highways England estate. Selective coppicing of the surrounding woodland including 
the removal of a non-native nurse crop was undertaken to ensure adequate sunlight reaches the 
herb-rich grassland area, which will enable the site to move back towards favourable condition.

What were the biodiversity conditions on site, prior to the enhancement?

Encroaching scrub and trees from within the herb-rich grassland preventing adequate sunlight 
reaching the grassland area. The grassland is very herb-rich, with large populations of calcareous 
and neutral grassland indicator species, including betony. Features of interest include flower-rich 
limestone grassland, large population of Pyramidal Orchid, Green Hairstreak  butterfly. Forty-eight 
species of plant were recorded, including twenty-eight grassland plants, sixteen of which were 
indicator species. Ninety species of invertebrates were recorded, of which one is Nationally 
Scarce, one is a Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Additional Species of Importance, and a 
further ten are considered to be of local distribution.    

(Area 6 & 8 Marholm Road Bank Partnership Project)

BIG Biodiversity Challenge Award Category: Pollinator Award

What were the reasons behind this project? 

To work towards aims in the Highways England Biodiversity Plan which includes protecting and 
increasing biodiversity on the strategic road network, to be delivered in partnership with delivery 
partners, stakeholders and local communities, going beyond business as usual for Highways 
England and Kier Highways. This was deliverable through the Designated Fund for the 
Environment, for Biodiversity, which has four key focus areas, including working towards the 
National Pollinator Strategy: A commitment to deliver 3500ha of species rich grassland on the 
road network by 2020.



What were the biodiversity measures taken?

Volunteers from Langdyke Countryside Trust, Nature Conservation Services, Highways England 
and Kier employees worked on the site to clear scrub on the Marholm Road Bank site, adjacent 
to the A47 at Castor, Peterborough during November 2018.  
Langdyke Countryside Trust had identified the following biodiversity interest in the site:

• Supports good populations of six strong calcareous grassland indicator species 
• Supports good populations of more than eight strong and weak neutral grassland indicator 
species.

Volunteers worked to remove encroaching scrub and trees from within the herb-rich grassland 
located on Highways England estate. Selective coppicing of the surrounding woodland including 
the removal of a non-native nurse crop to ensure adequate sunlight reaches the herb-rich 
grassland area, which will enable the site to move back towards favourable condition.
The felled trees were cut to one metre long lengths and used to create hibernaculums within 
the plantation, which will be useful for invertebrates to overwinter in. The grass cuttings were 
raked off and used to create heaps at the edge of the plantation, which will encourage grass 
snakes to breed there. The grassland is very herb-rich, with large populations of calcareous and 
neutral grassland indicator species, including betony. Features of interest include flower-rich 
limestone grassland, large population of Pyramidal Orchid, Green Hairstreak butterfly. 
Forty-eight species of plant were recorded, including twenty-eight grassland plants, sixteen of 
which were indicator species. Ninety species of invertebrates were recorded, of which one is 
Nationally Scarce, one is a Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Additional Species of Importance, 
and a further ten are considered to be of local distribution.    



Further information

Twelve volunteers, made up of six from Langdyke Countryside Trust, four from Kier Highways and 
two from Highways England undertook removal of encroaching scrub and young trees with hand 
tools. A professional coppicer from Langdyke Trust carried out selective coppicing of non-native 
trees within the surrounding woodland using a chain saw. The felled trees were cut to one metre 
long lengths, and used to create hibernaculums within the plantation, which will be useful for 
invertebrates to overwinter in. The grass cuttings were raked off and used to create heaps at the 
edge of the plantation, which will encourage grass snakes to breed there. The project was feasible 
because it is on land owned by Highways England. Environmental benefits achieved will be 
measured through annual surveys of both the flora and fauna on this land. This commitment can 
be undertaken by suitably experienced persons within Langdyke Countryside Trust and Kier 
Highways to demonstrate population growth once favourable conditions have been established. 
The project team benefitted through collaboration, team bonding, fulfilment in working outside 
and working for biodiversity net gain. Kier staff used volunteer days to support the works.

Project Team

• Wendy Hammond, Jose Garvi-Serrano & Tom Lawman, Highways England
• Claire Parsons, Caroline Rodger, Dr Rachel Thomas, Kier Highways
• Mike Horne, Gary Archer, Sarah Lambert, Langdyke Countryside Trust.

What was the motivation for carrying out the enhancement? 

To work towards aims in the Highways England Biodiversity Plan and National Pollinator Strategy, 
to meet aims of Partnership Project and to work with Stakeholders to develop projects for 
environmental gain. To enhance biodiversity in an area of Highways England estate, that was 
evidenced to be of importance for forty-eight species of plant, including twenty-eight grassland 
plants, sixteen of which were indicator species. Ninety species of invertebrates were recorded as 
present, of which one is Nationally Scarce, one is a Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Additional 
Species of Importance, and a further ten are considered to be of local distribution.    


